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Message #95 Luke 19:45-48

One of the churches in this Kalamazoo area has a review that says it is a fun place to go and take
the kids. They have bikes and scooters and a bounce house, gym mats, slides, balls, wagons and
hand toys. Another church boasts about the fact that they have opened a coffee shop and
recording studio.

There was another church in this area that decided that the best way to get some money for the
church was to sponsor car washes, bake sales and bingo games. In fact, one church came up
with a Las Vegas night theme to generate funds.

What is so tragic is that this kind of thing makes many people happy, but this kind of thing
always makes God sick. In fact, it makes God angry.

God never wants His sacred people and property to become a place of buying, begging or selling.
God wants His church to be a place known for the careful proclamation of the word of God
and known for prayer.

God detests it when a place that is supposed to be a place of worship becomes a place of business
and commerce and solicitation of money. God wants His people and His place of worship
focused on the spiritual and not the financial and when a church loses sight of this, it angers God.

Jesus Christ is God and He is most definitely interested that God’s property and place of worship
be focused on God’s objectives and goals. At the time Christ came to Jerusalem, things at the
Temple were a disastrous mess. His Temple had been turned into a business trade center. It was
focused on the financial and not the spiritual and it made Christ angry.

Now Jesus Christ is God and what we learn here is that He is not a God of total toleration. He is
not a God who just sits idly by and watches His place of worship being turned into a marketing
firm for making money. When He saw it, He did something about it.

What we learn here is this:

JESUS CHRIST IS ANGERED BY A MINISTRY THAT IS NOT MOVING IN A TRUE
SPIRITUAL AND BIBLICAL DIRECTION AND WHEN HE CONFRONTS THIS TO
THOSE RUNNING THE MINISTRY, THEY WANT TO DESTROY HIM.

Instead of the people being convicted and ashamed of themselves, they want to kill and destroy
Jesus Christ.

There are many churches that anger God and make Him sick. They are not known to be places
of prayer and careful proclamation of the word of God. They are known to be fun places of
entertainment for the whole family.
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There was a time when the Church was known for its focus on God’s word and doctrines. There
was a time when the Church was known to be a place of prayer. There was a time when the
sanctuary was considered to be a sacred place. Families would go to church realizing it was a
sacred place.

Not now. Some churches today are known for entertainment, some concerts, some counseling,
some movies. Sanctuaries are treated more like a theater or cafeteria and it makes God sick and

angry. Many churches are removing their pulpits because it isn’t contemporary to have it.

This same kind of thing was happening in Jesus day in His Temple and we get a glimpse here of
exactly how God views it. It not only hurts Him, it angers Him.

There are two main reactions that took place in the Temple when Jesus Christ visited it:

REACTION #1 - Jesus Christ reacts to what is happening in the Temple. 19:45-47a

Jesus Christ was not some wimpy, whiny man. He had a burden for Jerusalem and a burden for
the work of God and when He went into the Temple and saw what was going on, He was angry
and He did something about it. This is actually the second time He has done something like this.
In His early days of ministry, He had visited the Temple and did the same kind of thing (John
2:13-22). But after He did that, He left Judea and went to Galilee (John 4:3). This action here
took place after He came to Jerusalem as the King. He would not leave Jerusalem this time, He
would die.

To understand this, we need to get some background about this Temple:

1) David always wanted to build a Temple where God could be worshipped (11 Samuel 7).
He felt it was wrong for people to have a nice, beautiful home and yet God didn’t have
a beautiful place of worship. David was not able because of all the wars so his son
Solomon built it.

2) The Temple was first built by Solomon in the 4™ year of his reign as king in 967-966 BC,
some 480 years after Israel had been delivered out of Egypt (I Kings 6:1).

3) The Temple was originally built as a Temple completely dedicated to God (I Kings 6:2).
It was a God-honoring Temple that would feature the very presence of God.

4) The Temple took a little over 7 years to complete (960 BC) (I Kings 6:38).
5) The Temple was built to be a place of prayer and communion with God (11 Chron. 6:13-21).

6) The Temple was to be a place where sinners of all nationalities could come to get right
with God (11 Chron. 6:22-23, 32-33).
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7) God fully accepted the dedication of the Temple for this focus (11 Chron. 7:1-3).

8) Disobedience to God’s word eventually led to the destruction of the Temple.
The destruction started with Shishak of Egypt (925 BC - Il Chron. 12:9) and ended with
Nebuchadnezzar burning it down (586 BC - 1l Chron. 36:6-7, 19).

9) The Temple was rebuilt by Zurubbabel (Ezra 3:8), but it was not as nice as it once had been
and many who saw it wept (Ezra 3:12). The rebuilding was completed on
March 12, 515 BC (Ezra 6:13-16). Cyrus, the Persian, permitted the Jews to return and
rebuild the Temple in 539 BC.

In 1979 in Babylon a cylinder was found called the Cyrus Cylinder and in it were these words:
“I Cyrus King of Babylonia...and I built for them (Jews) a permanent Temple. I gathered all
their inhabitants and restored their place of residence” (Adrian Wolf, Israel, p. 80).

10) The Temple suffered great damage prior to Christ’s coming:
A. In 351 BC, Artaxerxes Il attacked Jerusalem.
B. In 312 BC, Ptolemy | from Egypt attacked Jerusalem.
C. From 175 BC-163 BC, Antiochus Epiphanies from Syria controlled Jerusalem.
D. In 63 BC, Pompey of Rome assaulted Jerusalem for 3 months.
E. In 54 BC, Crassus the governor of Syria plunders the Temple.
F. In 37 BC, Herod with help from Rome captures Jerusalem.

11) Herod begins a project to repair the Temple, which took 46 years (John 2:20).

This Temple had quite a history. It was supposed to be a sacred place where people went to pray
to God, hear the word of God and to get right with God. It was supposed to be a great spiritual
place where people went to worship God.

When Jesus Christ entered the Temple, it was relatively in good shape physically, but it
was bankrupt gspiritually. Instead of Christ finding God’s temple being a place of prayer and
study, it was a place of business and prosperity. He was angered.

He did not try to hide His anger; in fact, there were two specific ways He demonstrated His
anger:

Way #1 - Jesus Christ demonstrated His anger physically. 19:45

When Christ got into the Temple and saw the business transactions taking place, He literally
began to drive these people out of the Temple. He physically started throwing them out of the
Temple as a Heavenly bouncer.

According to Matthew 21:12, He overturned tables. According to John 2:15, He made a whip
and started swinging it. He chased the people and the animals out of the Temple and overturned
tables and poured out the money on the floor. This is the anger of God in full action in a place
that was supposed to be a place of worship.
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There is a time and there is a place to become righteously angry for God. There is a time to
throw people out who are changing the emphasis at church from what is sacred to what is
secular.

When a church starts promoting entertainment or fund raisers or money schemes, it ought to
make you mad. When that happens, we should do everything we can to physically stop it.

Way #2 - Jesus Christ demonstrated His anger verbally. 19:46

Jesus did not mince words. He was very clear in verbally presenting the truth. There are three
facts Jesus Christ brings out about this Temple:

(Fact #1) - The Temple was Christ’s house. 19:46

Don’t overlook this. This Temple of God was His House because He is God. The Temple
belonged to Him. It was a place designed to worship Him. He appeals to the Scripture to make
His point. He says, “It is written.” So His righteous anger about what is going on in this Temple
is based on the written word of God.

When you carefully read Revelation 1-3, it is very clear that the Church is to be about Jesus
Christ. He monitors the Church and what is happening in the Church. It is His body and His
family and woe to those places who view church lightly.

(Fact #2) - The Temple was to be a place of spiritual emphasis. 19:46b

The Temple was to be a place of prayer. It was supposed to be a place where people went to get
right with God. Isaiah 56:7 says that one day God’s Temple will be known as a house of prayer
for all people.

(Fact #3) - The Temple has been turned into a robber’s money den. 19:46¢

Jeremiah 7:11 said that God’s house became a “den of robbers” in the sight of God. The
religious leaders had turned this sacred place into a place for robbing people of money. They
were good at it and slick at it. Money changers were needed because the Temple would only
accept Jewish money for their offerings.

Therefore if you came to bring your offerings to God and you had Roman, Greek, Syrian or
Egyptian coinage or currency, you would have to go to a money changer’s table and exchange
your money so that you could purchase sacrifices with Jewish money. The money changers
would charge a Temple fee to do this. They had come up with a neat little business scheme that
was making much profit and huge sums of money.
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There were certain animals for sale that you could purchase for your sacrifice. You could buy
doves (Matt. 21:12; Lev. 14:22), you could buy oxen and sheep (John 2:13-16). The Temple
priests were to inspect the animals to make sure they did not have blemishes and they promoted
the idea that if you bought one of the animals in the Temple from them, it was guaranteed not to
have a blemish. They would charge outrageous prices for these animals even up to a 1500%
markup. For example, if a dove cost $5 outside the Temple, it would cost $75 in the Temple.

They were making lots of money and Jesus Christ hated it. At His Temple the people were being
ripped off and cheated and it was a robber’s den.

There are churches who are ripping people off today. They are not feeding the flock. They are
not praying for the flock. They are taking in the money. That angers God.

Churches today have come up with a new way to get people’s money. They promote on-line
giving and charging. You can now go to most churches web sites and hit a “donation” button
and they will take your money. They don’t care if you are a believer or not. They don’t care if
you are right with God or not. They don’t care if they know anything about you; they want your
money.

Not much has changed since the day Jesus went into the Temple.
REACTION #2 — Religious leaders react to what Jesus was doing in the Temple. 19:47-48

Every day Jesus was in the Temple teaching. Don’t miss that. God’s house should be a place
of careful teaching and preaching (20:1). Now this outburst and teaching ministry of Jesus
Christ generated two responses:

Response #1 - The Response of the Leadership. 19:47

The religious hierarchy did not like Jesus Christ. They wanted Him dead. As one commentator
said they had one goal, destroy Christ. Why? Because He was God and He presented the truth
of God and that exposed them.

The leadership was totally corrupt. They were completely out of step with the will and word of
God and they wanted to destroy the Son of God. These were religious leaders who really looked
good externally. They gave the impression that they were very spiritual. In all reality they were
evil.

One of the real tips offs contextually is their lack of prayer. They were more focused on
business and money than they were prayer. Self-righteous Pharisees and hypocrites love to pray
publicly, but they really don’t pray privately.
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Response #2 - The Response of the Laity. 19:48

The people loved Jesus Christ. The text says, “they were hanging on every word He said.” The
people responded to His teaching. It was ringing in their soul and they loved what they were
seeing and hearing. The Pharisees didn’t dare move against Jesus Christ because the people
loved Him.

Charles Spurgeon made an interesting point:

“When a man knows he is telling you the truth everything about him corroborates his sincerity.
Any accomplished cross-examining lawyer knows within a little while whether a witness is
genuine or a deceiver. Truth has her own air and manner, her own tone and emphasis.”

True Christlikeness is not afraid to confront wrongs. It is focused on the spiritual. God’s place
of worship is to be a place devoted to prayer and ministry of the word of God. If it isn’t, it
angers God.

In this present time, God’s people are the Temple of God. The Holy Spirit actually lives in every
believer (I Corinthians 6:19). We have a responsibility to glorify God. How do we do that? We
do that through a focus on prayer and through a focus on the study of God’s word. That is what
God has always wanted in His temple.



