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Message #30                                                                                                            Joshua 18:1-10 
 
There is an old adage that says you appreciate it more if you had to work hard for it.  Isn’t that 
true?  You learn, you plan, you work, you strive and then you accomplish.  There is great satis-
faction in that.  That is true when you purchase something or when you accomplish something.  
There is something to be said for getting to the place where you reap after you have sown. 
 
Now in the Christian life, if you become a Christian who is truly enjoying your salvation and 
living life in full spiritual power, you are a very rare Christian.  Getting to this point will not be 
easy.  It will be a war hard fought and not easily won. 
 
Many who come to faith in Christ just drift along.  They don’t seem to go anywhere and then 
don’t seem to accomplish much of anything.  We can all testify of those we have seen who are 
believers who, metaphorically speaking, cross the Jordan and then drift back into a spiritual life 
of worldliness and defeat, heading back to Egypt.  What a tragedy. 
 
It had been seven long years of fighting and warring and now finally Israel was in her land.  God 
wanted His people moving forward and taking land, but seven of the tribes were standing around 
with their hands in their pockets going nowhere. 
 
Initially they had run well, but now they were drifting along in a sea of apathy.  Joshua knew he 
needed to get these other tribes charged up and moving forward.  These tribes could not simply 
rely on their past accomplishments.  They needed to get out of their hum-drum mindset and get 
moving forward in the present. 
 
What we learn in this text is this: 
 
SOME OF GOD’S PEOPLE WERE AGGRESSIVELY MOVING FORWA RD FOR 
GOD, BUT THE MAJORITY NEEDED TO BE CHALLENGED TO KE EP MOVING 
FORWARD FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. 
 
Think of this.  Seven of the twelve tribes were still without their inheritance and they did not 
even seem to care.  Seven of the twelve tribes were just drifting through life not accomplishing 
anything.  They were in some spiritual stupor of inertia. 
 
Dr. Alan Redpath writes: “How easily does a child of God rest satisfied with past achievements! 
What a tragedy that is, for not only does he rob himself of the blessing of God, but he hinders 
other people and encourages Satan.  No Christian will win the race if he stops to take a breather. 
No one will win the war if, on the very verge of victory, he asks for a furlough.  No child of God 
can afford to take one minute’s vacation from walking with God.  How sad that so many of us 
have the prize almost within our grasp, the goal almost within reach, only to discover that we 
have come short of it and of the victory that could have been ours in Jesus Christ!  We lost 
simply because we did not press home to possess what God had for us.   
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We were overcome by inertia.  Christians, how long is it since you went to church on Sunday 
mornings and expected God to bless you?  You went just to do your job, to sing, to lead your 
Sunday-school class, to give out your notices, to take your part, to do your ushering–God bless 
you for it all–but beware of succumbing to spiritual inertia.  Do not cease expecting God, who 
did great things in past generations, to do them again.  He is able; if only we could get the hearts 
of people hungry and eager to press right home for what He has.  So often the danger is laziness: 
“I don’t care”; “I don’t bother these days”; or “Well, it is all very well for other people, for the 
younger people, for children, but not for me” (Victorious Christian Living, p. 222). 
 
In this passage there were several tribes who were part of the family of God.  They had crossed 
the Jordan, but they were stagnant, going nowhere.  They just existed.  One would naturally think 
they would be excited to find out where their land was and learn about what tribe they would 
live.  But they did not seem to care.   
 
So Joshua had to motivate these people to action and in these verses that is precisely what he 
does.  There are four actions Joshua took to motivate these people to get out of their rut: 
 
ACTION #1 – Joshua moved the whole congregation to Shiloh to worship God.  18:1 
 
Now we know from Deuteronomy 12:10-12 that the selection of Shiloh was of God, not Joshua. 
God revealed that this was to be the place of worship. 
 
Shiloh was a city located about 11-12 miles south of Shechem in the tribal allotment of Ephraim.  
Shiloh would become the key place of worship for approximately the next 300 years, until the 
time of Eli (I Sam.1:1-4; 4:1-11).  The “tent of meeting” was the place where God met with 
Israel.  His Word was kept here (Ex. 25:8; 27:21) and He specifically revealed things from this 
place of worship (Josh. 19:51) 
 
Notice what is stated in verse 1, things were peaceful in the context of being able to worship 
God, “the land was subdued.”  When a believer is at war with himself because of sin, he will not 
enjoy worship because there is a breach in the peace relationship he has with God.  A critical key 
to being at peace is the Word of God and the worship of God. 
 
Joshua is doing something very significant here.  He is causing Israel to realize that even though 
enemies have been defeated, it will not be possible to enjoy blessings in the land without a 
true worship and understanding of God and His Word.  In other words, in order for a 
believer to get out of his spiritual rut, he must go to the place where God is worshipped and he 
must get into the Word of God.  In this dispensation, he must go to church where the Word of 
God is carefully taught. 
 
There are many believers who are going nowhere in their spiritual lives because they simply do 
not faithfully go to church to hear God’s Word.  They have trusted Christ, they have crossed the 
Jordan, but they do not go to Shiloh to hear the Word and worship God.  If a believer forsakes 
himself from joining together with other believers, he is destined for a hum-drum Christian life 
that goes nowhere and accomplishes nothing. 
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ACTION #2- Joshua accurately saw the problem and challenged the people.  18:2-3 
 
When a guy like Joshua saw a problem, he got after it to solve it.  He did not turn his head. 
Arthur Pink said Joshua shamed these people to arouse them from their stupor.   
 
Apparently there were seven tribes who did not yet have their inheritance and they didn’t seem  
to care.  They did not ask for the inheritance, they were not searching out what part of the land 
might be theirs, they were apathetic; in fact, they were pathetic.  To take land meant self-denial, 
sacrifice, a love of God more than a love of ease, a love of God’s property more than the worlds. 
 
Deuteronomy 33 teaches us that God, through Moses, had promised these very tribes 
wonderful things.   
 
Benjamin was promised the very protective presence of God (33:12).   
 
Zebulun and Issachar were promised blessings and treasures from the sea (33:18-19).  
 
Dan would be a strong tribe who would spring forth from Bashan (33:22).   
 
Naphtali would be full of blessings and possessions from the sea (33:23).   
 
Asher would be tremendously blessed with prosperity, preservation and peace (33:24-25).   
 
These are wonderful promises and one would think that these tribes would be chomping at the 
bits to get going.  But they were just sitting and doing nothing.  Apparently they forgot about the 
promises of God.  In fact, eventually Zebulun and Naphtali beyond the Jordan became land of 
Gentiles (Matt. 4:15-16). 
 
When one loses sight of the Word of God, one’s spiritual life will be in hum-drum shambles. 
Just stop coming to church for a while and just stop listening to God’s Word for a while and your 
spiritual life will be an apathetic rut. 
 
So many people miss the land of blessings because they do not want to deny self and sacrifice 
anything.  They love ease and they love this world.  They do not want to give up the good life,  
so they do nothing. 
 
Joshua says how long are you going to sit around?  How long before you even care about the 
rich, rich blessings of God?  When is the last time you went to church expecting God to bless 
you? 
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ACTION #3 – Joshua instructs the people as to what to do.  18:4-7 
 
Joshua was not the kind of man who would tolerate inactivity for long.  So he demanded that 
each tribe select three men that he could have walk through the land in order to document it so  
he could distribute it.  The remaining land was to be divided seven ways and Joshua wanted a 
description of the land. 
 
Josephus claims that some of the 21 men selected for this mission were experts in geometry, who 
could skillfully document and measure the remaining region (Josephus, p. 108). 
 
Once the remaining land had been divided into seven regions, Joshua would cast lots for it and 
determine who would live where. 
 
Now there are four important observations we want to make: 
 
Observation #1 - Joshua was directing the people of Israel by telling them what to do. 
 
Joshua could be been branded as a dictator; but the truth is he is a great leader. 
 
Observation #2 - Joshua was not doing their work for them. 
 
The people must do their job.  They must do their part.  They must take their territory and 
eliminate their enemies.  This was not Joshua’s job, this was their job. 
 
Sometimes the people expect the pastor to deal with their problems and fix them.  They are 
responsible. 
 
Observation #3 - The people were responsible to select three representatives. 
 
They had better think seriously about who they were electing to these positions.  They had 
careful work to do. 
 
Observation #4 - The people were responsible to submit to Joshua’s leadership and distribution. 
 
They were not to usurp the authority of Joshua. 
 
I am convinced that one reason why nothing much gets done in many a church is because the 
majority of people sit around waiting for others to do it.  People have their part to play.  Leader-
ship can point people in the right direction, but the people must, themselves, get the work done.  
There is responsibility and accountability to leadership. 
 
ACTION #4 – Joshua instructs the 21 men as to what they are to do.  18:8-10 
 
Joshua gave the 21 men two instructions: 
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Instruction #1 - Walk through the land and describe it.  18:8a 
 
Now do we not see a critical fact here about God?  God is a God of specific, systematic organi-
zation.  The 21 were responsible to do two things: Walk and Write.   They were to do this in  
a systematic way. 
 
When the Holy Spirit is in the work, there will be precision.  There will be systematic 
organization and operation. 
 
Instruction #2 - Bring back the report to Joshua at Shiloh.  18:8b 
 
They could get the report, but Joshua would cast lots and distribute the land at the place of 
worship.  These were not independent men. 
 
The men obeyed.  They recorded the land in a book and brought out the report to Joshua, who 
cast lots before the Lord. 
 
This whole thing was on display before God.  God wanted His people moving forward.  It was 
not enough that they were in the land; God wanted them to experience His full blessings. 
 
The same is true for us.  It is not enough to just be saved; God wants us to experience His full 
fellowship and blessings. 


