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That You May Know 
 

it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you 

have been taught. (Luke 1:3-4 ESV) 
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Introduction: 
 

Good morning! Please turn with me in your Bibles to Luke 5.  

 

Are you familiar with the phrase, “Armed with a little knowledge”? Meaning, knowing enough 

about something to have enough confidence to cause some damage because of a lack of 

competence. This is often how I run into problems trying to use my tractor for almost anything… 

or maybe you’ve been in a public space and you overhear someone educating another about 

something you’re an expert in, and you can pick out all the errors. Often the individual points are 

correct, but the application of the knowledge is what is incorrect. We see something like that here 

in this passage. These religious leaders of the day are so sure that they have it all figured out, that 

they keep intervening to try to correct Jesus. The leaders are fearful of Jesus leading people into 

error, and fearful of this new threat to their influence, authority and prestige, and are motivated to 

set things straight with Jesus. Even kill him. But in this passage Jesus, the author of the Law, 

shows the leaders and the surrounding people through illustrations who actually is the one in error.  

 

In this passage the author of Luke presents us with three confrontations where the Pharisees 

questioned Jesus based about the Law. In each of these interactions, Jesus provides an illustration 

to correct and teach the Pharisees. As we make our way through these illustrations then, one of the 

obvious questions we should be asking is: What do each of these interactions reveal about what 

the Pharisee’s misunderstand about God and His law? They were clearly missing something. What 

was it? What are these three illustrated corrections? 

 

Three Illustrated Corrections 
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We find the first illustration in verses 33-39 at the end of chapter 5. Look there with me now.  

33 And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the 
disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.” 34 And Jesus said to them, “Can you 
make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will come when 
the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” 36 He also 
told them a parable: “No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old 
garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the 
old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst 
the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But new wine must be 
put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, 
‘The old is good.’” (Luke 5:33-39 ESV) 

As you imagine these interactions, I want you to think of the Pharisees as being rigid and brittle, 

or two dimensional in their understanding. Jesus then comes along and gives them a three-

dimensional answer. What I mean here is that the Pharisees are coming at the problem with a 

limited theory or paradigm, and each time Jesus is saying, ‘You just don’t get it. You don’t yet see 

the full picture.’ 

 

Here, Jesus responds to this loaded question on fasting (which was really more like an accusation) 

with two simple analogies. Let’s take a moment and make sure that we understand them. 

 

Tearing a cloth from a new garment to repair an old garment. You will wreck the new and as you 

try to repair the old, and the new fabric will tear away from the old when it shrinks. You don’t 

patch the old with the new. You take the new garment. 

 

The second analogy is that you can’t put new wine in an old dry and cracked wineskin. New wine 

is still finishing fermenting and expanding, so the old still wine skin can’t accommodate the new 

expanding wine. You can’t contain the new within the old. 

 

The key here is that you can’t stay in the old and add in the new. The Pharisees don’t yet 

understand that: 

1. Jesus is not an addition to the old religious systems 
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Now, before we go further, let’s first observe that the old systems – the old covenant that God 

made with Moses with the sacrificial system, the priesthood, and the law – was GOOD. The Old 

Covenant had a purpose. The Apostle Paul could declare: 

 

So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. (Romans 7:12 
ESV) 

 

The old wine was GOOD! David exclaims his delight in God’s Law over and over in Psalm 119.  

 

But, the new wine is better. Paul said that too in the same chapter: 

 

But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that 
we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code. (Romans 
7:6 ESV) 

 

The Pharisees want to simply plug Jesus into the existing system – like putting new wine into an 

old skin, or sowing new fabric onto an old cloth. But Jesus did not come simply to add to the old 

religious system. He came to fulfill the old system and to usher in something NEW – something 

BETTER. As I read this, I can’t help but think back to Jesus’ first miracle where he was at a 

wedding in Cana. Do you remember what he did? He transformed water into something entirely 

new – wine. And the master of the feast who was probably a wine expert declared that the best 

“old wine” they had didn’t come close to comparing with the new wine that Jesus made for them. 

This contradicts the running paradigm that old wine is better than new.   

 

We need to remember that we all once walked in the old covenant which condemns sin in our 

lives, and none of us had room for Jesus' words. Dead in our sins, we all had (or perhaps still have) 

a heart of stone. If you pump blood into a heart of stone it will crack and burst like an old stiff 

wine skin. We need to be given a new wine skin for the new wine. We need a new heart. And 

that’s exactly what God promises to give us. Ezekiel 36 says: 

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26 ESV) 

Are we sometimes saved by God’s grace, but living like we are held captive by the Law? Are we 

living under a paradigm of, “I need to earn this through my works”, rather than living from the 
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new life we have been given? Living like that will tear you apart. You will burst. Jesus didn’t 

come to patch your garment, but to clothe you with His garment of righteousness that will not tear. 

He isn’t trying to wax the cracks in an old wine skin to make you usable, but to give you a new 

wine skin full of new wine.  

Let’s turn now to the second illustration. We find it in the opening 5 verses of chapter 6: 

6 On a Sabbath, while he was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate 
some heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why 
are you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answered them, “Have 
you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 how 
he entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence, which is not 
lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those with him?” 5 And he said to 
them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” (Luke 6:1-5 ESV) 

In this interaction, Jesus and his disciples are walking through the grain fields on the Sabbath. 

They grow hungry, so they take some wheat berries from the heads of the grain. The wheat berry 

is the part that is later dried and ground so that it can be turned to flour. Jesus and his disciples 

pluck some of these wheat berries, and they remove the chaff or the husky coating so that they can 

snack on the fruit of the plant.  

 

Well, the Pharisees see this, and they are fired up catching them in their sin. By grinding these 

berries in their hands, Jesus and his disciples are WORKING on the Sabbath! The law says that 

we are meant to REST on the Sabbath. Who does Jesus think he is?  

 

So, Jesus answers them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry?” [This is 

obviously rhetorical] “When fleeing from Saul, David and his men ate the bread of the Presence 

which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat.” You can go back and read that story in 1 Samuel 

21 this afternoon. With this illustration, we learn that: 

2. Jesus is not enslaved to our misunderstanding of the law 

When Mark tells this same story in his gospel, he includes this response from Jesus: 

 

And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27-28 ESV) 
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In one sense, it was good that the Pharisees were passionate about observing the law. Rules exist 

for our flourishing and safety. Imagine God’s law as a fence that He erected to keep us from 

wandering away from safety and falling off of a cliff. It is helpful. 

 

But the Pharisees – in their efforts to be EXTRA safe and EXTRA holy – added EXTRA fences. 

They put fences 500 meters from the edge of the cliff! They put so many fences up that people 

could hardly move or experience the GIFT and BEAUTY of the sabbath. It is like when safety is 

held so high that you can’t even observe the Grand Canyon because of how far back the fence is. 

Elsewhere, Jesus says of them: 

 

They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they 
themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. (Matthew 23:4 ESV) 

 

God’s Law IS good. But the Pharisees’ distortion and misrepresentation of the law is NOT. It is 

harmful. Can we see the rigidity here? The Pharisees had taken a good gift that God had given to 

His people and turned it into a means of burdening men and making them weary. The Pharisees 

never really understood the heart of Law. Later, Jesus would say: 

 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ (Matthew 11:18-19 ESV) 
 
16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17“‘We played the flute for you, and you did 
not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.” (Matthew 11:16-17 ESV) 

 

I can imagine him saying here, ‘I gave you Sabbath, and you did not rest.’ 

 

We find the third and final correction in verses 6-11. Look there with me: 

6 On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there 
whose right hand was withered. 7 And the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see 
whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they might find a reason to accuse 
him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come 
and stand here.” And he rose and stood there. 9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it 
lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?” 10 And after 
looking around at them all he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his 



6 
 

hand was restored. 11 But they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what 
they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:6-11 ESV) 

Moreso than the first two, this third encounter exposes just how distorted the Pharisees view of the 

law had become. A man is in the synagogue who has a withered hand. This disability would be 

difficult in any culture, but – living as he did in an agrarian society – this would have been life 

defining for him.  

 

And yet – rather than looking at him with mercy – the Pharisees saw him as a perfect trap. ‘Let’s 

see if Jesus breaks the Sabbath in front of all these witnesses by healing this man. THEN we’ll 

have him! THEN everyone will know that he’s a LAWBREAKER!’ 

 

But Jesus, seeing their hearts, asked them: 

 

“I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy 
it?” (Luke 6:9b ESV) 

 

Jesus again flips the paradigm and understanding with one that removes the dust and burdens from 

the spirit of the Law, and reveals the heart of the Pharisees, and just how distorted their 

understanding of the Law had become.  

 

‘Is the Sabbath for our good?’ Jesus asks, ‘Or is it for our harm?’ 

 

With that question, the foolishness of the Pharisees was exposed. Then, Jesus turns to the suffering 

man and says, “Stretch out your hand.” 

 

In this third correction, we see very powerfully that:  

 

3. Jesus is the Law Giver who perfectly reveals the spirit of the Law 

 

If we could go back to our beginning illustration, the Pharisees thought that Jesus was simply 

some new, inexperienced rabbi. ‘He doesn’t understand the law like us. We need to CORRECT 

him!’ 
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But it was the Pharisees – it was all of humanity – that did not understand. We saw the letter of the 

law. But we needed to see the spirit of the law.  

 

As I was preparing for this sermon, there was an analogy that I found to be very helpful. I was 

struck by the way that the Apostles often refer to the law as a ‘shadow’ in the New Testament. In 

Hebrews 10 where we read: 

 

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form 
of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every 
year, make perfect those who draw near. (Hebrews 10:1 ESV) 

 

Then Paul, in his letter to the Colossians, says of the law: 

 

These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 
(Colossians 2:7 ESV) 

 

For those of you who are visual learners like me, try to imagine this ‘shadow’ imagery with me. 

Imagine Israel in the days of the Old Covenant wandering in the scorching desert. The sun here is 

like God’s holiness – it flares out against sin and scorches all those living in sin. The Israelites 

should have been CONSUMED the blaze of His holy presence!  

 

But they weren’t. Because God, in His kindness, protected them through the old covenant and His 

law. The law was like a fence that kept Israel within the shadow of God’s mercy. It kept them 

from stepping out into the consuming fire of His brilliance and holiness. This fence – this law – 

was wonderful. Stay within this shadow and you will be protected. 

 

We were never saved by the blood of goats and bulls – we were never saved by the observance of 

special days – we were never saved by priests and temples – they were simply the shadow of 

something greater. SomeONE greater.  

 

But, what – or rather, WHO – cast that shadow? 

 

Jesus came to lift our eyes up. And – as we do that, we see that the entire shadow has ALWAYS 

been cast by an old, rugged cross. Adherence to the Law was a way of trusting in the future 
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promise of a sacrifice that would actually cover our sin. Jesus invitation to us, then, is to look 

ALONG the shadow of grace and to see instead the very FACE of grace.  

 

Does that illustration help? 

 

This new covenant – this new relationship that we can have with God through His Son Jesus – is 

what we celebrate when we come to the Lord’s Supper. We’re going to do that in just a moment. 

But, before we do, I want to explain the grace that we have received so that – if you’re here and 

you are like one of the Pharisees who could only see rules but who couldn’t see the good and 

gracious God behind the rules – you might come to receive the rest in Jesus today. 

 

Jesus says come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden. Follow me. Take MY yoke. I will 

GIVE you rest. Jesus is NOT telling you to just take a break. Just check out, you do you. Tap into 

your wellness hack. Being yoked to Christ is both DIRECTIONAL and it is PACED. It is through 

Jesus’ yoke and the rhythm of paced work and rest, we are restored. The work IN THE LORD, is 

not in vain. Remember to see the yoke has two yokes, one for you and one for Jesus. Rest is 

something we receive WHEN we are yoked to Christ, not when we are unyoked to our own 

devices, hacks and desires. Rest is something we receive, more than it is something WE do (or 

avoid doing on a Sabbath). Be sheltered by the shadow of the cross, be clothed with His garment 

of righteousness, and have fellowship at the table of Grace with the new wine He gives.  

 

Let’s pray together. 

 

 

 

 

 


