EXPOSITION OF JOSHUA p. 68
Message #13 Joshua 7:1-15

The enemy who will probably cause us the most probins and setbacks will not be an
enemy from without; but one from within. There have been nations, cities, churches and
individuals who have been utterly ruined becausanoénemy from within. This is true even
with ourselves; the truth is we are our own worsgray. We have ourselves hurt our relation-
ship with God more than any outsider.

J. Vernon McGee said that he personally saw mauecbles wrecked by forces within rather
than forces without. He writes: “Disloyalty andfaithfulness in the church today is hurting
God’s cause more than any enemy that is on thédevits

This text in Joshua shows us how one person can raln entire organization of the blessings
of God. One person within can be the reason for God pangittestructive things to happen.
Corporate guilt, in the sight of God does not negatindividual responsibility, but corporate
guilt, in the sight of God can be brought on by onéndividual.

One disloyal member, who is in secret rebellion @whd is living a lie, can cause God’s anger to
burn to the point where the entire organizatioriessf It is not just a person doing something
secretly that only affects him; it can affect exarg.

What we see here in this text is this:
ONE DISLOYAL AND DISOBEDIENT INDIVIDUAL WHO IS HIDI NG SOME

SECRET SIN CAN ANGER GOD TO THE POINT WHERE THE ENT IRE ORGANI-
ZATION CAN SUFFER JUDGMENT AND DEFEAT.

Now this principle is not only true for the natitsrael. The Apostle Paul said concerning a local
church: “And if one member suffers, all the memiserer with it...” (I Cor. 12:26). Dr. H. A.
Ironside said this verse is both precious and edingl/ solemn. The lessons found in this
passage live on. God views a nation or a chur@wast. When one of its members is disloyal
and disobedient, it can and it does affect the ahol

Now if there is a traitor in the group, this is eataging because one way or another it will
surface and when it does surface, God expectsactibe taken. Triumphs occur when the
whole group is focused together on becoming what @ants it to become and tragedies can
occur when one from the group is not in harmonyhie whole. Again, Dr. McGee said he
saw more churches ruined by women and men whongteteto be so in love with God and
God’s church, but behind the scenes were verbakyrdying the whole operation. He writes,

“I was a pastor for forty years, and | could teduystory after story about the antics of the super-
duper saints” (Vol. 2, p. 18).

Now there six observations we may make from thigself5 verses:
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OBSERVATION #1 — God is angered at all Israel because of one diebeact of one
disobetienan. 7:1

Verse lsets the stage for the rest of the account. Tdreréour facts we may observe:

Fact #1 -The unfaithful act occurred in Jerich@:1a

The conjunction “but” which begins the verse consers to the preceding context concerning
Jericho. Jericho had been a wonderful experieoue pf the greatest victories in history; “but”
one individual had not obeyed God in the takingexicho.

Fact #2 -The unfaithful act affected the “sons” (plural)lsfael.” 7:1b

There was corporate guilt because of the unfaithdétibf one. This is not new in the program of
God. When Adam sinned, we all received the deattalty. The unfaithful act of one brought
corporate guilt to us all.

Fact #3 -The unfaithful act was specifically about disolbgywhat God banned:1c

The specific ban of Jericho was that everythingftbe city belonged to God—any silver, gold,
bronze or iron things taken belonged to God andrmeowas to personally keep any of the spoils
(Josh. 6:17-19). All the spoils were banned. alct,fGod warned that if any person disobeyed
this ban, he would bring trouble on all of Isra&i@).

If God specifically bans something or specificalys it is sin and we choose to disobey and do
it, it will have a leavening effect on us and oa thhole organization. Disobeying God and
specifically doing something that He forbids is garous and serious business.

Fact #4 -The unfaithful act was specifically committed byegerson.7:1d

There are four specific details we learn about pleison:

(Detall #1) -We learn his identity—His name was Achan.

(Detail #2) -We learn his family.

Achan was the son of Carmi, who was the son of Zaldtb was the son of Zerah, who was
from the tribe of Judah. In | Chron. 2:6 we letdrat Zerah was a son of Judah.

This is a good pedigree. This is a family from tigit side of the tracks. What this tells us is
that you could have great parents and grandpaaextsot obey God. The faithfulness of other
family members does not mean everyone is faithfiiis one rebellious, disobedient son was a
threat not only to his own family, but to all Istae
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(Detall #3) -We learn about his disobediencéle

What Achan did was that he “took some of the thimgder the ban.” He took things that had
been set apart to God. Achan could care lessabdtsaid that if you did this you would bring
trouble on the entire nation (6:18). He did notdhat his sinful action could affect everyone.
He did what he wanted to do and it did not matidriln how many people he hurt.

He took some of the spoils while he was in Jerighd he appeared to get away with it. He
thought his little private rebellion would go univeid. But he was about to learn a lesson, which
we need to learrGod will settle the score_eventually You may appear to get away with
disobedience in the moment, but there will be @pal in the future Private sin is really not
private. No one escapes the seeing eye of God.

(Detail #4) -We learn about Achan’s disobedient impactLf

Achan caused “the anger of the LORD” to burn agaims whole nation. The NET Bible reads
“The LORD was furious with the Israelites.” At thee God’s anger is burning, neither Joshua,
nor the Elders, nor anyone else knows it. As $athay are concerned, God is pleased with
them. But they will soon learn this is not theecas

One commentator said God was so angry that if iewet for His Word and promises to
Abraham, the entire nation could have ended righ¢ h

Now why was God so angry?

1) His Word had been specifically disobeyed.

2) His property had been secretly stolen.

3) God saw this as being more dedicated to thiathger than to Him.

Any believer who specifically defies God and stehaét which belongs to God will anger God.

Dr. Alan Redpath, who was the pastor of Moody ChuncChicago, in the mid 50’s, wrote this:
“Now mark well a lesson here for all time. Whatuadly had happened? One man had stolen
property which belonged to God, had taken of trelspf victory that were to be set apart for
the Lord. One individual in the camp had betra@edi’s trust, and the verdict from heaven was
not, ‘Achan hath sinned,’ but ‘Israel has sinne@ne man had failed and the whole army was
defeated. You see, the children of Israel weraten - they were brought to redemption ground
as one man, the weakest of them and the stronfjgstra. They were a complete entity; God
was dealing with them as a corporate body throulgbnwvHis purposes for men were to be
fulfilled. Here at Ai, therefore, the verdict ofdéwven on the sin of one member of the community
was ‘Israel hath sinned.’ | trust that the Holyr&fs going to write this lesson deeply on your
hearts. Where one member of a local fellowshiguitty before God of sin, the verdict from
heaven is, ‘My people have sinned.” When one ni@pssout of blessing and does something
contrary to God'’s will, the verdict of the all-sehing eye of our Master is, ‘My people have
sinned.” No individual Christian can sin withodtesting the whole church.



p. 71

No child of God can grow cold in his spiritual Ifgthout lowering the temperature of every-
body else around him. The victory of the whole ommity depends on the victorious life of
every individual church member. Let no Christiaerethink that because he is not doing some
specific task for the Lord he does not matter. na@iody imagine that he can be lost in a crowd
and be forgotten. Let me say that the testimonyoaf church depends on the victorious life of
every man and woman on your church rolls. Theegisnof our church to the glory of God is
affected by the testimony of every one of us. nlyove would realize that, how readily we
would recognize the need for helping and strengtigeand praying for each other on the
pilgrim journey. The unity of the Spirit and thertd of peace are the testimony of victory in the
house of God” Joshua: Victorious Christian Living, pp. 118-119).

OBSERVATION #2 — Joshua prepares to conquer the next key @itg-3

Now from Joshua’s perspective, Israel is on the@novhe people are excited and they have had
a great victory. They probably think this takitg tPromised Land will be a piece of cake. We
march around cities, blow trumpets and shout aadathd is oursThe next key city to take

after Jericho was Ai.

According to John Garstang, Ai was located abounil8s from Jericho and ascends in eleva-
tion about 3200 feetl¢shua-Judges, p. 155). Ai was located about 33 miles nortBeth-aven.
It is interesting that “Bethel” and “Beth-aven” deth mentioned. “Bethel” means house of
God and “Beth-aven” means house of wickedness. nidmgion of these two places pinpoints
the location of Ai.

Following the protocol of Jericho, Joshua sent sama to spy out the citfy. 2) and when they
returned they told Joshua that they did not neecktttire military, but only 2000-3000 soldiers
would do it(v. 3). Ai was not a big city and they figured it wouldd easy pickings.

Now before we move on, there are three points tkenadout this:
1) Joshua does not consult God about taking Ai.

Had Joshua consulted with God, he would have knGath was angry. Joshua just appears to
send out his men. One would think the way thatferwas taken that Joshua would discuss
the matter with God to see if another such victeopld occur. There is no record of Joshua
consulting God. He is simply trusting God thatwi# give victory.

2) Joshua’s spies are self-confident.

It appears as though the spies are totally relgm¢hemselves for this victory. They are so
self-confident that they take it upon themselvesethice the number of the military needed.
Trusting in self for victory will never lead to ary in any area. There must always be a
dependence on God.
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3) Joshua’s spies think they can get victory witttbe whole.

We know from Joshua 8:25 that there were at |ea€0D people in this city. However, God
wanted this nation all involved and these guys l@ree up with some subdivided number they
have invented. We never get victory by scheminga&lues.

OBSERVATION #3 — Joshua sends three thousand men and they ard¢edeféa-5

Joshua decided to listen to these spies and nsuttomith God and, as a result, the three
thousand men from Israel ended up running awagan &nd 36 of them were killed. The men
of Ai chased them to the “shebarim” the stone qearmr “broken places.” These men fled to
some quarry ravines or gorges. Instead of the &uates being afraid of Israel, Israel is afraid of
the Canaanites. In fact, the heart of the Iselinelted and became like water.”

OBSERVATION #4 —Joshua and the Elders humble themselves before G6d.

Neither Joshua nor the Elders knew why this ddfadtoccurred, but they sure knew what to do
in the aftermath of the defeat. Joshua “torn lothes” which was a sign of deep sorrow

(Gen. 37:34; 44:13). They immediately fell dowridvse God and put dirt on their head, which
again was a sign of deep sorrow and humility. Thibe first mention of the Elders and they
obviously knew this was a very serious moment. yTbe fell “before the ark of the LORD.”
These leaders are totally and completely humblegniselves to the authority of the Word of
God. As soon as there had been defeat they ride td/ord. The truth is disobedience will
always leave us humiliated and depressed.

OBSERVATION #5 — Joshua prays to God..7-9

This is what Joshua should have done before ggamst Ai, but he did the right thing after the
defeat of Ai. He goes right to God’s Word and tigghprayer. It is so interesting because
Joshua is talking to God and has no clue as tolsragl has suffered this defeat. There are four
matters he mentions in this prayer.

Matter #1 - Joshua asked God about the reason for the defef.

Matter #2 - Joshua wondered if they should have stayed put Wieancrossed the Jordani:7b

Matter #3 - Joshua admits that Israel turned their backs dnénhemies and ran away:8
Matter #4 - Joshua is concerned that the Canaanites will@e#tem. 7:9

The Canaanites are building momentum and wouldaetdrael and then God’s name would be
destroyed.
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OBSERVATION #6 — God answers Joshua’s pray@&r10-15

In verse 10God tells Joshua to get up. When God says, “whre lyau fallen on your face,”

God is basically saying this problem is not aboet &handoning Israel, it is about Israel sinning
against Me. You don’t need to be praying aboug; thou need to be dealing with a sin issue.
There are six answers God gives to Joshua:

Answer #1 -Israel has specifically sinned and disobeyed Gbtila

The problem is not with God or His Word; it is widrael. They have violated His covenantal
agreement which said give me the spoils and danittgke them.

Answer #2 -Israel has specifically stolen things that belamglim. 7:11b

Stealing from God is a serious sinThere are deceptive people who are not faithfullayal
but they are deceptive thieves. What these typpeaple need to know is that God will track
them down. If you are a deceptive liar, you carcdérain God will expose you.

Answer #3 -Israel will not win another battle until this ssfaced. 7:12

The reason why Israel would not win another bastleecause God will not be with them to let
them win until they face and eliminate this proble®od is gracious to restore and bless, but the
evil must be faced and eliminated.

Answer #4 -Israel must consecrate herself to G@dlL3

When there has been sin, there needs to be reremmsdcration. Most of the people had no
idea what was going on, but they all needed tohsshselves apart as holy to the Lord.

Answer #5 -Israel must be completely examined14

Every tribe, every family and every household wadatdexamined by lot to determine whether
or not they were guilty. This was serious judgmehhis would be a humiliating moment for one
deceptive.

Answer #6 -Israel must punish the offendef:15

As unpleasant a task as this would seem, the aéfemekeded to be removed, burned and
destroyed. At this point, no one but God even knawio did it. But when He reveals it, they
need to act.

There is a N.T. text that teaches the same thinthéochurch (I Cor. 5:11, 6-7). Our private,
unconfessed sin can hurt the entire body. Ouoyldty and unfaithfulness can hinder the
blessings of God. Each of us has a responsilbditgod and to each other.

Nothing we do in private will ever escape the aking, all-knowing God.



