Judges

But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after
other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their
stubborn ways. (Judges 2:19 ESV)

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 21:25
ESYV)
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Introduction:

Good morning! Please keep your Bibles open to Judges chapter 12. Thank you, Jon, for reading
for us. Our passage for this morning begins with a ‘blink-and-you’ll-miss-it’ review of the judges
that followed Jephthah. We’re not told much of anything about Ibza, Elon and Abdon, but that’s
not to suggest that nothing interesting happened on their watch. I’'m sure that the author of Judges
could have collected any number of stories from their seasons of leadership. Yet the author of

judges rushed past their stories. Because he is unapologetically focused on telling one larger story.

And so, with no explanation, he skips past these mighty men and focuses our attention instead on
a barren woman from the tribe of Dan. In the midst of perhaps the most violent book of the Bible,

we pause for a chapter to consider the birth of a miracle child.

Dramatically speaking, this may be the least eventful chapter that we have encountered yet in the

book of Judges. It's a simple story. But in this simplicity, there is a powerful encouragement.

We could spend our time this morning speculating about the mysterious identity of the angel of
the Lord, but we’ve already discussed that at length already, so we’re going to set that discussion
aside for today. Is he simply an angel? Is he the preincarnate Christ? Honestly, we just don’t

know.



We could also choose to zoom in on the two different responses that Manoah and his wife
modelled when they realized that they had been in the presence of a holy God. He trembled, she

trusted, and both ultimately responded with reverence and worship.

We could focus on these items of interest, and that wouldn’t be a waste of our time. But, instead,
I’d like to quickly draw your attention to the two central elements of this story so that we can
spend a bit of extra time this morning thinking about how this story should encourage us today.

The first element that we need to see in this story is:

A People Who Have Lost Hope

Look with me again at verse 1 of chapter 13:

And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord gave
them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. (Judges 13:1 ESV)
If you’ve been following along over the course of this series, then this verse comes as no surprise.
At this point in the story, nobody is saying, ‘What?! Israel turned back to her sin?!” You might as
well say, “What?! The sun ROSE this morning?!” There’s no shock here. This is what Israel

always does.

But what’s interesting about this verse is that there is a subtle omission. Something that we have

come to expect is missing from this introduction.

Perhaps this would be a good time to refresh ourselves with the cycle of apostasy that we have
been tracing all the way through the book of Judges. Israel sins. Isreal suffers. Israel cries out.
Israel is delivered. That’s the pattern — the downward spiral — that we have observed week after
week. Now here, once again, Israel sins and suffers — we see that in verse 1. And the Lord will

raise up a deliverer — we see that in verse 2 and onwards. But do you notice what’s missing?

Nowhere in this passage does Israel cry out for help.

Perhaps you’re thinking to yourself, ‘Well, I think you might be making too much out of one little

omission. Perhaps the Israelites were crying out, and it’s simply not recorded in these opening



verses.’ I hear that objection. And if Israel demonstrated any sort of desperation in these four
chapters, [ might agree with you. But the sad reality is, as we read through the Samson narrative,
we discover that — not only is Israel NOT crying out — they have seemingly made PEACE with

their oppressors!

Take chapter 15 as one example. Samson has just delivered an embarrassing loss to the Philistines.
This should be a time of rejoicing! This should be a galvanizing victory for the Israelites! Instead,

look at how the Israelites respond:

Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson,
“Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you have
done to us?” (Judges 15:11a ESV)

‘Why are you agitating our oppressors, Samson? Leave the poor Philistines alone! You’re going to

make them angry!” They then went on to tie Samson up and deliver him over to the enemy!

There’s no fight left in them. There’s no hope left in them. They’ve made peace with their sin, and

they’ve accepted all the misery that comes with it.

There is a lesson here that we would be wise to learn: If we choose to make peace with sin, it will

slowly and surely lull us into lowering our defences. As one commentator notes:

Sin is a power that holds you in its grip.!

Can anyone in the room relate to this?

Perhaps you used to grieve over your sin, but now you’ve become like roommates. You see the
mess that this sin is creating in your life, but you’ve just come to accept that this is what life is
going to have to be like. You can’t entertain the idea of evicting your familiar friend even though

you feel yourself plunging into the darkness.

! Dale Ralph Davis, Judges: Such A Great Salvation (Fearn, Ross-shire: Christian Focus Publications Ltd., 2000), 42.
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Perhaps you’ve resigned yourself to defeat. You’ve embraced the lie that this is just who you will
always be. And now — like the Israelites — when your sin gets provoked, rather than joining the

fight against sin and gaining ground, you lash out at the ones who would help you to find freedom.

Here, in this passage, we meet a people who have lost hope. And yet, thankfully, that’s not where
the story ends. Against this black backdrop the author draws out attention to:

A Child Who Will Begin To Save

Look with me at verses 2-3:

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was

Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the angel of

the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not
borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. (Judges 13:2-3 ESV)

If you are a Bible reader, then something about this story should sound familiar to you. This is not
the first time that God has made such a promise to a barren woman, and it won’t be the last. In

fact, this is something of a pattern in God’s plan of redemption.

In the early pages of Genesis we met a barren woman named Sarah, the wife of Abraham. God
had promised to make of Abraham a great nation, but Sarah’s infertility appeared to her to be an

insurmountable obstacle. It wasn’t. We read in Genesis 21:

The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised. 2 And
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had
spoken to him. (Genesis 21:1-2 ESV)

In the next generation, the Lord opened the barren womb of Rebekah, Isaac’s wife. Then He did
the same for Rachel, Jacob’s wife. After the days of Samson, God did this again in Hannah, the
mother of Samuel; then again in Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist; and — of course — this

pattern reaches its climax in the miraculous birth of Jesus — the son of the virgin, Mary.

The arrival of a miracle baby, then, is a sure sign that God is about to work a great deliverance for

His people. God is signaling here that — in spite of Israel’s apathy — He is not about to let them go.
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As we continue reading, we come to see that God has some clear instructions for this miracle

child. Look at verse 5 where the angel of the Lord explains:

No razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb,
and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” (Judges 13:5b ESV)

Have you ever wondered why Samson’s hair seems to play such a central role in his story? We’re

told why in this verse.

Before his birth, Samson was set apart as a Nazirite. If you want to do a bit of homework, you can
read all about the Nazirite vow in Numbers 6. While a person was under the vow they were to
refrain from eating or drinking grapes, from cutting their hair, and from being in the presence of a

dead body. All of these prohibitions will come to bear in the following chapters.

But if we really want to see what we’re meant to see in this story, then we need to understand the
‘why’ of the Nazirite vow. A person undertook these vows in order to visibly and whole-heartedly
set himself apart for the Lord. Most people only undertook the vow for a short, defined period of

time.

But — before he was even conceived — God commanded that Samson was to be a Nazirite for life.

He was to be a man set apart for the Lord and, through him, God would begin to deliver His
sinful, undeserving people from the hand of the Philistines. With great anticipation, we read in

verses 24-25:

And the woman bore a son and called his name Samson. And the young man grew, and
the Lord blessed him. 25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan,
between Zorah and Eshtaol. (Judges 13:24-25 ESV)

And with that, God sent a miracle child to begin to deliver a people who had lost all hope. We
move into chapters 14-16 expecting GREAT things from this holy deliverer!

But that is a story for another day.



This morning, I want to restrict our focus to this — the first episode of the Samson story. What do
we see here? What do we learn as we consider God’s promise to Manoah and his wife? Before we

conclude, [ want to help you to see one hopeful encouragement, and one obvious anticipation.

A Hopeful Encouragement And An Obvious Anticipation

In Romans 15, speaking of the Old Testament, the Apostle Paul writes:

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
(Romans 15:4 ESV)

According to the Apostle Paul, we should be mining the Old Testament for encouragement so that
we might have hope! And I believe that there is a clear and hopeful word of encouragement for us

in this passage:

A Hopeful Encouragement: Even when we feel trapped in sin, we are not outside of God’s
reach

Here we find a people who have strayed SO far that they have made peace with their
imprisonment! They are too broken to even think to cry out for deliverance. And yet - BEFORE

they came to their senses — BEFORE they cried out for help — God intervened to set them free!

Israel had nothing to offer. But God had everything to give.

I asked earlier if there was anyone in the room who felt trapped in sin. If that’s you, then hear this:

You are not out of God’s reach.

Perhaps your heart feels as hard as a stone. You are cold and apathetic. You’re rolling your eyes
even now as I say this to you. If that’s you, or perhaps if that is someone you love, then I need you
to know this morning that the story isn’t over. And do you know how I know that? Because the
outcome of your story isn’t dependant on how STRONG you are, or how RESOLVED you are, or

how you FEEL. Israel was weak, unresolved, and felt rotten.



And yet, God’s rescue mission was not thwarted by their faults and failures. He is the God who

brings the dead to life! As the Apostle Paul would write to the Ephesians:

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of disobedience— * among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— ¢ and raised us up with him

and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:1-6 ESV)

God’s grace is not about you. It’s not contingent upon you. It’s not limited by you. It is all of
HIM! Which means, Christian, that your daughter is not out of God’s reach! Your father is not out
of God’s reach! Your spouse is not out of God’s reach! The most hardened, miserable sinner that
you know is not out of God’s reach! As the love of God continues to shine through even these

darkest pages in the book of Judges, let us declare with the Apostle Paul:

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things
to come, nor powers, ¥ nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39
ESV)

The gospel is GOOD NEWS to a hopeless people! So, with that encouragement in mind, brothers
and sisters [ want to encourage you to expect a GREAT HARVEST — even from the hardest soil.
Finally, I want to end our time this morning by directing your attention to the obvious anticipation

of this passage.

An Obvious Anticipation: A miracle child has come who has truly and finally set us free

John Calvin once wrote:

We ought to read the Scriptures with the express design of finding Christ in them.?

2 John Calvin as quoted in Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ From The Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999), 227.
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Of course, John didn’t invent this idea. He plagiarized it from Jesus who taught us:

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is
they that bear witness about me (John 5:39 ESV)

If we look closely enough, we will never fail to catch a glimpse of Jesus in these Old Testament
stories. Now, in some passages it can be extremely difficult to see how a text anticipates Jesus.

But that’s not the case here. Is it? Look with me again at verse 5:

for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the
child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from
the hand of the Philistines.” (Judges 13:5 ESV)

The Lord sent Samson — a miracle child — to begin to save his people from the Philistines. Now,
perhaps it is because the snow is beginning to fly and we are inching closer to Christmas, but this
passage immediately pulls my mind forward to a fuller deliverance — a FINAL deliverance. The
announcement of a miracle child in Judges 13 directs my attention forward to the announcement

of Matthew 1. There we read:

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2! She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20b-21 ESV)

Two miraculous births. Two promised deliverers. But — as we will see in future weeks — Samson

was nothing like our Saviour.

Samson was a vow breaker. Jesus is the promise keeper.

Samson was driven by the desires of his flesh. Jesus was driven by the will of the Father.

Samson’s greatest victory came when — with arms spread wide — he sacrificed himself in one great

act of revenge.

Jesus’ greatest victory came when — with arms spread wide — he sacrificed himself in one great act

of forgiveness.



Which is why Samson merely began to save. But Jesus saves to the uttermost!

Here is love! Vast as the ocean! Here is the Deliverer who has come to truly and finally set his
people free! This morning, as we reflect on the story of Judges 13, my prayer is that God will open
our eyes to see and know and treasure His only Son — the true miracle child. He has come to set

his people free.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4 For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
%For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:2-7 ESV)

Let’s pray together.



