EXPOSITION OF JOSHUA p. 35
Message #7 Joshua 4:1-24

| recently ran across a letter | received froml&8 in Pocatello, Idaho, dated March 31, 1998.
Now before | read the letter, | must tell you agtoWhen we were in Pocatello, we had a
treasurer who left the church and 30 days of recdrsiappeared in December 1997. One
Wednesday night, Mary brought me a letter fromIR® that basically said we have shut down
your church. This treasurer had stood before timgiegation and said that all taxes had been
paid when they weren’t and to this day only Godwsevhat happened to that money. So we
owed thousands of dollars to the IRS. [, alonghwiir board chairman, Larry, and our new
treasurer Gerry, went and met with the IRS in otdeesolve this. We had several meetings
with the IRS and we came up with a plan to pay tlkeeery penny we owed them. We took a
series of special offerings and, on March 31, 1998ceived this letter from the IRS:

“Dear Taxpayer: Thank you for the inquiry dated D@2, 1997. Based on the forms W-2 that
you submitted, we reversed the Civil Penalty ofS847. You will receive a notice of this
adjustment within the next few weeks. ... Thank youyour cooperation.”

In that letter was a refund of $63.77.

Whenever our offerings looked a little lean, | rentiered how God had remarkably cared for
our church and ministry. | would actually lookthis letter as a tangible reminder of the power
and provisions of God. This was an amazing dedivee. In those days, when we were faced
with intimidating pressures, we used to think beckhow we saw God provide and what we saw
Him do.

That idea of remembering God’s great deliveran¢eseopast is certainly not new, for we find
this principle in many texts of Scripture and wet@aly find it in Joshua 4.

The children of Israel had crossed the Jordan amd for the first time, were in the Promised
Land. If they looked toward the west, from whdreyt were, they would see some intimidating
mountains. They would think about the many eneitieg had to fight in order to take the land.
They are now on the right side of the Jordan, higtwas not going to be some picnic.

It is precisely for this reason that God had thakettwelve stones from the middle of the
Jordan. These stones would remind the childrdsra€l of the Word of God and the power of
God to give victory. These Israelites were launghout by faith, but their faith was a factual
faith that had seen God do some amazing things.

The lesson to learn is this:
WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE OBEYED THE WORD OF GOD AND SEEN GOD DO

SOME AMAZING THINGS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE TANGIB LE REMINDERS
OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS WHEN FACING NEW CHALLENGES AN D PRESSURES.
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This chapter is about twelve stones which are ta tEminder of what God did by means of His
Word in bringing the nation Israel miraculously@&s the Jordan. When the children of Israel
would look at those stones, they would reflectimnfact that the priests had stood in the middle
of the Jordan, holding God’s Word as they walkes& on dry ground, participating in one of
the great miracles of God.

When we obey God’s Word and by faith apply it to lives, we will see God do tangible things
and we need to remember these things and we nesdnimunicate these things to others.

There are seven observations we want to make aungahis chapter:
OBSERVATION # 1 — God orchestrates this reminder at His specifietidil

The timing of this even was when “all” Israel hadssed the Jordan. Every Israelite had exper-
ienced the miracle of this crossing. They hadvalked across the Jordan on dry land and it was
after they had experienced it that God wanted elszaglite to remember His provisions.

| think a great illustration of this is the Lord&ipper. God wants all who have believed on
Christ to continually participate in a tangible iader of the finished work of Jesus Christ.
Once we have crossed from death into life, God svastperpetually looking at and participating
in this tangible reminder of the Lord’s Supper.

One day, Lord willing, we will be able to pay offi$ new sanctuary. Many have suggested that
we should burn or tear up the mortgage. | havetebidea. We should frame it and put it out
in the lobby for all to see and every time peopleklat it, they would see a tangible reminder
that when you have a church dedicated to sacreghipand the Word of God, God is faithful to
bless.

OBSERVATION #2 — God reveals His spoken Word to Joshd&-3

God told Joshua to take twelve men, one from edod &nd go out into the middle of the Jordan
where the priests were and take twelve stones ang them back and lay them down in the
place where Israel would lodge that every nighticwhwvas a place named Gilgdl:19).

Stones taken from the middle of the Jordan Rivarldibe a remarkable reminder that the river
had actually stopped flowing and the people ofdshad actually walked across on dry ground.
Whenever the people would look at the stones, theyd see stones from the middle of the river
where they had actually been.

Just outside of Jerusalem, there are some stohsasenountain with a hole in them which used

to be a door. When you look into that hole, yoei sething. There is no evidence that anything

ever was in there. But there once was. Thosestonce housed a body for three days and that
body is now gone.
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Every time someone looks at those stones one isdech of a risen Savior, who can give life.
Every time a believer by faith looks at that emjaiyb, he can say, “l was there.”

OBSERVATION #3 — Joshua speaks to twelve meh4-7

There is a Biblical chain of leadership commandet lthat often shows up. God does His work
through His ordained leadership in any of His tusitbns. People who refused to submit to God-
ordained leaders are heading to serious troublgualgsinent.

Message #1 Joshua told the twelve to go back out to whereatkas in the middle
of the Jordaa:5a

God wants to remind these men that this is in aomity with God’s precious Word. The reason
you crossed the Jordan and are in the Promised isdyetause of the written Word of God.

Message #2 Joshua told each of the twelve to take a largeestaom the middle of the
Jordarg:5b

This stone was not to be the size of a basebalwas to be as large a stone as each man could
carry. Twelve men and twelve stones representameach tribe of Israel.

Message #3 Joshua told the twelve that this was to be a sigfa

This was to be a sign that they followed the Wdr@&od and God brought them across the
Jordan to the Promised Land.

Message #4 Joshua told the twelve to teach the meaning afetlséones to the childred:6b-7

These stones would stimulate the inquisitive nadfirghildren. They would ask what in the
world the purpose of those stones is. What Godeudbatnem to do was to communicate the fact
that these stones were taken from the middle of¢hean. We followed the Word of God and
literally walked crossed the Jordan on dry groueddoise God cut off the river as we obeyed
Him.

There is an extremely important principle for pasein see here. We need to talk about what we
have seen God do with our children. We need toesidh them that when we obeyed the Word
of God, we saw God do some marvelous things. iEhosir responsibility as parents. We need
to share that we prayed about something and heveaswe saw God do. This responsibility
falls to the parents.
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OBSERVATION #4 — The twelve men obey Joshu&.8
These were twelve men you could count on. Theeuasthful to carry out their tasks and
responsibilities. When there was something todseedthey would do it. Just as God
commanded Joshua and Joshua commanded the mhrysminpletely obeyed.
For one moment Israel had learned an importanbgesghich had cost her some 40 years prior
to this. She has learned the lesson of obedie@bedience to God is the key to the blessings of
God.

OBSERVATION #5 —Joshua makes another memori4i9

It is not known for sure if God commanded Joshudaohis, but Joshua apparently put another
twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, wheeepttests had actually stood. When Joshua
was written, those stones were obviously still¢éhend still somewhat visible even though they
were covered by water.

John Garstang, who has done extensive archeolajigdy in this areas says there has never
been any discovery as to where these stones dseareeand since the water has roared over
them for nearly 3500 years, it is possible thab@apte are still there, but it is unlikely that we
will ever find the exact rocks. All we do knowtlgat Joshua did do this as a memorial to God.

There is nothing wrong with doing tangible thingssamemorial to God. We ought to have
tangible reminders as to how God cared for us.

OBSERVATION #6 — Israel actually crosses the Jorddn10-18

There are very specific facts here as to how Isxeklally crossed the Jordan. There are eight
chronological facts that are spelled out here:

Chronological Fact #1 -The priests were standing in the middle of theldomwith the ark and
staytbdre until everything was completed:10a

The priests were the first in the Jordan and teedat of the Jordan—the first ones there and the
last to leave. That was their assignment and dineit.

Chronological Fact #2 -Joshua spoke the Word of God to the people acuptdiall
Moseslltmmmanded4:10b

This is a reference to Numbers 32 when Moses wantethke sure that the Transjordan Israeli
tribes crossed with all the other people. Joshymeaching the Word of God to the people of
God and he preached the importance of following é8and his teaching.
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Chronological Fact #3 -The people hurry and cross the Jord4riOc

It has been estimated that there are approximatsiiflion people at this crossing. They
crossed decently, orderly and efficiently. Thishie way to do anything for God.

Chronological Fact #4 -The ark of the Lord and the priests crossed aftgreople had crossed.
4:11

God wanted this entire nation to focus on His Wakihw let’'s remember that there is approxi-
mately a % mile distance between the priests amgeople (Josh. 3:4). So when they move to
cross, the people are lining the banks of the Joata are looking at the Word of God.

Chronological Fact #5 -The Transjordan Israelis cross ready to fightterPromised Land.
4:12-13

About 40,000 soldiers from the sons of Reuben, &watihalf-tribe of Manasseh crossed ready to
fight. They had been granted land on the othex sfdhe Jordan but they promised Moses they
would fight with their brothers (Numbers 32). Thegre ready to go.

Chronological Fact #6 -Joshua is exalted by God just as Moses was eXajt&bd. 4:14

Now there is a legitimate reverence and fear agde@ that one should have for a true leader of
God. He was God's leader and God made certairhthbe seen as His leader and respected just
as Moses was.

When Dan Duncan stayed at our home, we got toniglabout S. Lewis Johnson. | was asking
him some questions and one of the questions | dsikedhe said that is a good question, at some
point you ought to ask Dr. Johnson about thatid sshen | get to heaven and see Dr. Johnson, |
think I'll keep my mouth shut. | will let him ddé talking and I'll do the listening.

Chronological Fact #7 -God commands Joshua to command the priests to gproet of the
Jordah15-17

The twelve stones had been gathered and the peaglerossed, so Joshua commanded the
priest, at the direction of the Lord, to come up @fithe Jordan.

Chronological Fact #8 -When priests carrying the ark of the covenantafjaif their feet on
theydhore, the waters of the Jordan returréd8

Just as the river had been parted, so the watenest. God is the God of all the earth.
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OBSERVATION #7 —Israel camps at Gilgal:19-24

Gilgal is located approximately five miles northiealsJericho, and it was here where the
Israelites camped that first night in the Promikadd. Verse 19says they arrived there on the
10" day of the first month. This is precise documgota The twelve stones were with them in
Gilgal.

Those stones should accomplish two things for Isidd&remind her of the power, presence and
direction of God; 2) Prompt her to fear God.

Gilgal, whose name means in Hebrew “Roll away” ([J&s9), would become a critical base of
operations against all enemies. Time and timenag@éhua would frequently visit Gilgal after
victories and defeats.

Dr. Alan Redpath says there are six key lessobg tearned at Gilgal¢shua, pp. 67-68):
1) Gilgal was a place of remembrance—rememberddlieering power of God.
2) Gilgal was a place of resurrection—Israel regiaad resurrected as nation.
3) Gilgal was a place of renunciation (5:8)—Israshoved flesh in circumcision—
Clean break from the past.
4) Gilgal was a place of restoration (5:10)—-worshfigsod and fellowship with God restored.
5) Gilgal was a place of realization (5:11-12)-Marstops and Israel has new resources realized.
6) Gilgal was a place of revelation (5:13-15)-Gedealed Himself at Gilgal.

We all need Gilgal. We all need to go back toacelwhere we remember the delivering power
of God.



